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“the wagons that Pharaoh sent.” We must try to understand, 
albeit according to our limited comprehension, what exactly 
these two types of wagons are.

Additionally, it is proper to dwell on the words of 
encouragement that HKB”H gave Yaakov immediately after 
Yosef sent the wagons to bring him to Egypt (Bereishis 46:3-4): 
 “ויאמר אנכי האל אלקי אביך אל תירא מרדה מצרימה כי לגוי גדול אשימך שם,

 And He“ - אנכי ארד עמך מצרימה ואנכי אעלך גם עלה, ויוסף ישית ידו על עיניך”
said, ‘I am the Almighty – G-d of your father. Do not be afraid of 
descending to Egypt, for I shall establish you as a great nation 
there. I shall descend with you to Egypt, and I shall also surely 
bring you up; and Yosef shall place his hand on your eyes.’” The 
commentators have worked hard to explain that which HKB”H told 
Yaakov: “and Yosef shall place his hand on your eyes.”

HKB”H RUNS THE CYCLE OF THE WORLD
The beginning of our journey will be illuminated by the words 

of the holy Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev zy”a, in Kedushas 
Levi. In his holy words, he explains the verse as follows: וירא את“ 

 העגלות אשר שלח יוסף. רמז לו ליעקב שאל ידאג מהגלות, כי כל זה הוא הסיבה

 לגאולה, כי הרעה היא הסיבה לטובה. והנה העגלות הוא לשון עיגול, והסיבה היא

 :’And he saw the wagons that Yosef had sent‘“ - נקראת דבר עיגול”
Yosef hinted to Yaakov that he should not worry about the exile 
because all of this is the eventual cause of redemption, as bad 
always leads to good. עגלות comes from the word עיגול, circle, as 
the cause of something is always circular.”

At first glance, Rav Levi Yitzchak’s intention is hidden 
from us. What does he mean that “the cause of something 
is always circular”?

As a servant follows his master, let us grab onto the coattails 
of Rav Levi Yitzchak and attempt to explain his holy words. 
When we think about it we realize that wagons, which roll 
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In our Parsha we find the following verses (Bereishis 45:25-26):

 “ויעלו ממצרים ויבואו ארץ כנען אל יעקב אביהם, ויגידו לו לאמר עוד יוסף 

חי וכי הוא מושל בכל ארץ מצרים, ויפג לבו כי לא האמין להם, וידברו אליו את כל 

דברי יוסף אשר דיבר אליהם, וירא את העגלות אשר שלח יוסף לשאת אותו ותחי 

רוח יעקב אביהם”

“They went up from Egypt, and came to the Land of Canaan, 
to Yaakov their father. And they told him, saying, ‘Yosef is still 
alive’ and that he is ruler over the entire land of Egypt; but his 
(Yaakov’s) heart stood still, for he did not believe them. And 
they related to him all the words of Yosef that he had spoken to 
them, and he saw the wagons that Yosef had sent to transport 
him; then the spirit of their father Yaakov was revived.” 

We must understand why only after Yaakov saw “the wagons 
that Yosef had sent” was he moved to the point that the holy 
spirit was renewed within him.  (Rashi’s explanation that this 
was a hint to the parsha of “the calf whose neck is broken” is 
well known. However, Torah, like a rock exploded by a hammer, 
can be expounded in many different directions.)

We must also explain that which it states here: “the wagons 
that Yosef had sent.” This verse clearly implies that Yosef had 
sent the wagons. However, the verse detailing Yaakov’s entrance 
to Egypt states (Bereishis 46:5): בני וישאו  שבע  מבאר  יעקב   “ויקם 

לשאת פרעה  שלח  אשר  בעגלות  נשיהם  ואת  טפם  ואת  אביהם  יעקב  את   ישראל 

 So Yaakov arose from Beer-sheva; the sons if Yisrael“ – אותו”
transported Yaakov their father and their young children and 
wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to transport him.” 
This verse seems to say that Pharaoh was the one who sent the 
wagons to Yaakov.

The Zohar (Vayigash, 211a) resolves this issue by explaining 
that there are wagons from the side of holiness, “the wagons 
that Yosef sent”, and there are wagons from the side of impurity, 



from place to place on wheels that are circular, are a beautiful 
representation of the ways of Hashem in His running of the 
world. He rolls the “wheels of nature” in order that His Glory be 
revealed through them. This is what the Mishnah states (Avos 
6:11): “Every single thing that HKB”H created, He only created 
for His Glory.”

And just as a wagon cannot travel from place to place 
without a driver, whose job is to direct the wagon and bring the 
passengers to their destination, so too, l’havdil elef havdalos, 
HKB”H is the driver of the world. He directs all the actions 
taking place in this world towards the desired result of the 
revelation of His Glory in this world. This is what we find in 
the Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 39:1) that Avraham Avinu 
undertook an investigation to find the director of the world: 
“Our father Avraham used to say, ‘Is it possible that this world 
does not have something directing it?’ HKB”H peered down at 
him and said, ‘I am the Master of this world.’”

And how beautiful are the words of the Rambam, the central 
pillar whom all of the Jewish people lean on, in explaining this 
matter of HKB”H running the universe and the natural cycles 
(Yesodei HaTorah 1:1,5-6): 

"י'סוד ה'יסודות ו'עמוד ה'חכמות, לידע שיש שם מצוי ראשון, והוא ממציא כל 

נמצא, וכל הנמצאים משמים וארץ ומה שביניהם, לא נמצאו אלא מאמתת המצאו... 

המצוי הזה הוא אלקי העולם, אדון כל הארץ, והוא המנהיג ]את[ הגלגל בכח שאין 

לו קץ ותכלית, בכח שאין לו הפסק, שהגלגל סובב תמיד, ואי אפשר שיסוב בלא 

מסבב, והוא ברוך הוא המסבב אותו בלא יד ובלא גוף, וידיעת דבר זה מצות עשה, 

שנאמר )שמות כ-ב( אנכי ה' אלקיך". 

“The foundation of all foundations and the pillar all of 
wisdom is to know that there is a Primary Being who brought 
into being all existence. All the beings of the heavens, the 
earth, and what is between them came into existence only 
from the truth of His being…  This Being is the G-d of the 
world and the Lord of the entire earth. He controls the 
universe with infinite and unbounded power.

This power [continues] without interruption, because 
the universe is constantly revolving, and it is impossible for 
it to revolve without someone causing it to revolve. [That 
one is] He, blessed be He, who causes it to revolve without a 
hand or any [other] corporeal dimension. The knowledge of 
this concept is a positive commandment, as it says (Shemos 
”’.I am Hashem, your G-d‘ ,”אנכי ה’ אלקיך” :(20:2

THE GEMATRIA OF MERKAVA SHELEIMA = 
AVRAHAM, YITZCHAK, YAAKOV, DOVID

With this we can explain that which the holy Kabbalist, the 
Megale Amukos (Vaeschanan, 252) writes, that just as there is 
a chariot from the side of holiness, there is also a chariot from 
the side of impurity. In his holy words: “It is known that when 
Moshiach comes the chariot will be completed. ‘Perfect chariot’, 
 אברה”ם יצח”ק יעק”ב has the same gematria (652) as ,מרכב”ה שלימ”ה

 Whereas in exile, where the impurity reigns, we have an .דו”ד
impure chariot, טמא”ה  which has the same gematria ,מרכב”ה 
(322) as בע”ל צפ”ן and כל”ב ר”ע. This chariot has a כלב רע engraved 
on it, in connection with that which it states (Shemos 11:7): לא 

”’.And no dog shall whet its tounge‘ ,”יחרץ כלב לשונו”

According to our approach this means that our holy Avos 
and Dovid HaMelech dedicated their entire lives to publicize 
that there is a G-d in the world, who moves all the cycles of 
the world from the holy chariot, there being no force besides 
Him. Through these efforts they became a chariot of holiness 
themselves, as Hashem ran the world through them and their 
descendants that accepted the Torah. This is what the Megale 
Amukos means, that “perfect chariot” equals Avraham, Yitzchak, 
Yaakov, Dovid.

However, the words of the wisest of all men are known 
(Koheles 7-14): ”האלקים עשה  זה  לעומת   God has made this“ - “זה 
corresponding to that.” Therefore, just as the Avos and Dovid 
HaMelech are the chariot on the side of holiness, in that they 
publicized the absolute Oneness of Hashem in His being the only 
force in the world, so too, correspondingly, you have Pharaoh 
and his army, the chariot on the side of impurity.

They denied Hashem’s rule and explained everything based 
on the laws of nature, as it says (Shemos 5:2): מי פרעה   “ויאמר 

ה’” את  ידעתי  לא  ישראל  את  לשלח  בקולו  אשמע  אשר   And Pharaoh“ - ה’ 
replied, ‘Who is Hashem that I should heed His voice to send 
out Israel? I do not know Hashem!’”. And this is what the Megale 
Amukos means, that “impure chariot” equals בעל צפן and כלב רע, 
as these are the impure spiritual forces of Egypt.

THE GEMATRIA OF YAVAN = GALGAL, 
THE STUDY OF ASTROLOGY

It fits beautifully to include the precious words of the Sefas 
Emes (Chanuka, 1901):
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“‘When the evil Greek kingdom rose up to make them 
forget their Torah’: The Greeks had the natural sciences, 
and this type of wisdom leads a person to forget the role 
of the Creator and His Divine providence. The purpose 
of the Jewish people is to testify that it is really G-d 
that is directing all of nature. יו”ן, Greece, has the same 
gematria (66) as גלג”ל, cycle, because the Greeks were 
experts in astrology.

But in truth, all of the constellations are being turned by 
G-d, as it written in the holy books: אנכי ה’ אלקיך, I am Hashem, 
your G-d, אלהי”ך has the same gematria (66) as גלג”ל, which is 
the same gematria as הי”ה הו”ה ויהי”ה, He was, is, and will be. 
This teaches that all the revolutions of the natural cycles all 
come from G-d, they were all created for His Glory, to teach 
us that G-d is really the beginning and end of everything.”

We learn from the holy words of the Sefas Emes that already 
in the first commandment HKB”H reminded us never to forget 
that He is the driving force in the world, turning all the natural 
cycles from beginning to end. As the Navi writes (Yeshayahu 
 “כה אמר ה’ מלך ישראל וגואלו ה’ צבאות אני ראשון ואני אחרון ומבלעדי :(44:6

אלקים”  ,So said Hashem, King of Israel and its Redeemer“ - אין 
Hashem, Master of Legions: ‘I am the first and I am the last, 
and aside from Me there is no G-d.’” In other words, the entire 
universe, from beginning to end, is run solely by HKB”H.

This Sefas Emes also helps us understand that which is 
brought down in the Tur and Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 5:1), 
that when we utter the four letter name of הוי”ה we are to have 
in mind היה, הוה, ויהיה , that Hashem was, is, and will be, which 
is the gematria of גלגל. By having this intention we inculcate 
within us that HKB”H, being that He is Omnitemporal, bridges 
the past, present and future, in order to direct everything to 
that ultimate goal of His revelation and the sanctification of 
His Name.

THE PURPOSE OF EXILE IS TO LEAD 
TO REDEMPTION

Let us continue along this path to explain the words of the 
Kedushas Levi regarding the wagons that Yosef sent Yaakov. It 
is known that the descent of the Jewish people to Egypt and the 
back breaking slavery was all a purification process to enable 
the subsequent receiving of the Torah. The Torah says (Devarim 
 “ואתכם לקח ה’ ויוציא אתכם מכור הברזל ממצרים להיות לו לעם נחלה :(4:20

 But Hashem has taken you and withdrawn you from“ - כיום הזה”

the iron crucible, from Egypt, to be a nation of heritage for Him, 
as this very day.” Rashi explains that כור is the utensil used to 
purify gold. We see from this that the exile is an indispensable 
part of the redemption. Without this purifying process we 
would not have merited the redemption and the subsequent 
receival of the Torah.

Now our eyes have been illuminated enough to understood 
Rav Levi Yitzchak’s holy words: Yosef was encouraging his 
father not to be dispirited over the descent to Egypt. While it 
was true that the Jewish people would have to stay there for 
210 years, this was comparable to the wheels of the wagon 
that roll from place to place until they reach their destination. 
In similar fashion, HKB”H was rolling the wheels of the exile 
process, in order to purify us there, to hasten the redemption 
and the acceptance of the Torah. This is why Yaakov’s spirit was 
revived after he saw the wagons with their wheels.

While this concept is pretty clear, let us bring a support to it 
from one of the greatest Jewish thinkers, the holy Rebbe Moshe 
Chayim Luzzatto zt”l in his Da’as Tevunos (Chapter 128):

“ובאמת תראי, שגם במעשים אין רע נמצא בעולם אלא בחלקי הדברים טרם 

התחברם להשלמת הדבר, אך אין דבר מושלם שיהיה רע, וזה כיון שידענו שכל מה 

שהקב”ה עושה הוא אך טוב מאד, הנה מה שנראה חסר בצד אחד באחד מתנאי 

הדברים, נשלם החיסרון ההוא בתנאי אחר שמשלים בעדו, ולא היה החיסרון ההוא 

אלא מפני שלא נשלם הדבר ההוא בכל תנאיו, וכיון שישתלם ודאי הוא טוב”.

“In truth you will see that in actions as well, there is no 
evil in this world, except in sections of the matter before 
it has reached its completion. There is no thing that has 
reached its conclusion that is evil. This is because we know 
that HKB”H only that does that which is completely good. 
That which appears lacking in any aspect is only so because 
it is missing that which will bring it to its conclusion. 
Eventually it will be completed by some other thing that 
will make it whole and good.”

The Ramchal is saying that any time something appears 
negative to us, it is because we lack the ability to see the whole 
picture. According to the current situation it appears bad. Were 
we able to see the whole picture, not only the past, but also the 
future, when HKB”H finishes the complete cycle of this matter, 
we would realize that there is no bad in this world. Every action 
has a purpose and a destination that is only for the benefit of 
the person.
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This concept is crystalized in the Gemara (Brachos 60b): 
“Rav Huna said in the name of Rav who said in the name of Rebbe 
Meir, and so it was taught in a Baraisa in the name of Rebbe 
Akiva: a person should always accustom themselves to say that 
all that Hashem does, He does for the good.” The Gemara goes 
on to tell the story where Rebbe Akiva was traveling and he 
arrived at a certain town and they refused to give him lodgings. 
He said: “All that Hashem does is for the good.”

He went and slept in the field. He had with him a rooster, a 
donkey, and a candle. A wind came and extinguished the candle, a 
cat came and ate the rooster, and a lion came and ate the donkey. 
He said: “All that Hashem does is for the good.” That very night, an 
army came and took the city captive. Rebbe Akiva said to them: 
“Did I not tell you that whatever HKB”H does is for the good? 
Had the candle been burning and the donkey and rooster been 
making noise, they would have captured me as well!”

HE WHO TRUSTS IN HASHEM, 
KINDNESS ENVELOPS HIM

At first glance, the extinguishing of the candle and the loss of 
the rooster and donkey appear like a harsh judgment. However, 
Rebbe Akiva, in his great faith in the unending kindness of 
Hashem, understood that he had not seen the full completed 
circle which would turn this experience into a positive one. And 
indeed, so it was, when the army came and Rebbe Akiva and 
those traveling with him had their lives spared.

We see clearly that when we encounter what appears to be 
a negative occurrence, it is incumbent upon us to believe with 
complete faith that all that Hashem does is for the best. We must 
realize that this action is not an end unto itself. We must let it 
roll and roll until it completes its cycle, at which point we will 
understood what Hashem was planning from the beginning. 
This is what the Kedushas Levi means when he says the exile is 
a cycle, and this was the intent of Yosef in sending the wagons 
to Yaakov.

Now, at this point one might ask, if it is true that HKB”H 
intends to roll every action towards an eventual positive 
outcome, why is it necessary for us to state our belief that 
“everything Hashem does is for the good?” Won’t it reach this 
positive outcome whether we believe it or not? The answer is 
that it is specifically the person’s belief and trust that Hashem 
will spin this action towards a positive conclusion which causes 
Him to do so. 

This matter is explained by that which the Oheiv Yisrael 
brings in the name of Rebbe Michel M’Zlotchev zy”a (Parshas 
Noach): the word אמונה is an expression of raising or drawing 
as the verse says (Esther 2:7): ”הדסה את  אומן   And he“ - “ויהי 
[Mordechai] raised Hadassah”, because it is through אמונה in 
Hashem that a person draws down the very thing he is believing 
in from heaven to earth, from potential into action. However, 
if a person, G-d forbid, does not have faith that HKB”H turns 
everything into good, then he stops the circle from being 
completed.

This is what the pleasant singer of Israel means (Tehillim 
 Many are the“ - “רבים מכאובים לרשע והבוטח בה’ חסד יסובבנו” :(32:10
agonies of the wicked, but as for one who trusts in Hashem, 
kindness encircles him.” For the wicked person who does not 
trust that Hashem directs everything towards an eventual good 
actually prevents the salvation of Hashem. The matter gets stuck 
in the middle of the cycle and ends up being strict judgment. 
Therefore, “many are the agonies of the wicked.” However, 
on the other hand, “as for the one who trusts in Hashem, 
kindness encircles him”. The word יסובבנו-encircles, specifically, 
is used, because it is his very trust that allows HKB”H to 
complete the circle.

AND HE REMOVED THE WHEELS 
OF THEIR CHARIOTS

Continuing along this path we can explain the words of the 
Holy Zohar: the wagons that Yosef sent were from the side of 
holiness, while the wagons that Pharaoh sent were from the 
side of impurity. Yosef ’s wagons symbolized Hashem’s rolling 
of all the natural cycles to their eventual destination: the 
revelation of His Glory. So too, this exile was just a necessary 
step towards the eventual redemption. Pharaoh, on the other 
hand, represented the side of impurity, who try to use the 
natural cycles to, G-d forbid, deny the existence of Hashem. As 
Pharaoh, the representative of all the impurity of Egypt, put it: 
“Who is Hashem that I should heed His voice… I do not know 
Hashem.” Pharaoh’s intention was to make use of the cycle of 
exile to drown the Jewish people in the 50 levels of impurity 
contained within Egypt. 

Based on the above, we can understand that which it says 
(Beshalach 14:23): רכבו פרעה  סוס  כל  אחריהם  ויבואו  מצרים   “וירדפו 

 Egypt pursued and came after them – every“- ופרשיו אל תוך הים”
horse of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen – into the midst 
of the sea.”  This means that Pharaoh and his army galvanized 
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all of their chariots of impurity, in order to strengthen their 
false approach to the cycles of the world. However, HKB”H 
struck them down, by breaking the wheels of their chariots: 
 “ויהי באשמורת הבוקר וישקף ה’ אל מחנה מצרים בעמוד אש וענן ויהם את מחנה

מצרים, ויסר את אופן מרכבותיו וינהגהו בכבדות”

“It happened at the morning watch that Hashem looked 
down at the camp of Egypt with a pillar of fire and cloud, and 
He confounded the camp of Egypt. He removed the wheels of 
their chariots and caused them to drive with difficulty.” HKB”H 
specifically struck at the wheels of their chariots of impurity, to 
show that the Egyptian approach to the cycles of the world was 
not worth anything.

With this we can explain why HKB”H grouped the first two of 
the Ten Commandments together, as the Gemara (Makkos 21a) 
teaches us: “We heard ‘I am Hashem’ and ‘Do not recognize the 
gods of others’ directly from G-d Himself.” The 1st commandment 
states:  ”אנכי ה’ אלקיך“ “I am Hashem, your G-d”, אלהי”ך with the 
gematria (66) of גלג”ל, cycle, to teach that Hashem directs all 
the cycles of the universe as He sees fit. The commandment 
continues by bringing a proof to this: ”אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים“ 
- “Who has taken you out of the land of Egypt.” I brought you 
to Egypt in order to purify you, and when you were ready to 
receive the Torah I took you out. 

Then HKB”H immediately juxtaposes the 2nd commandment: 
 You shall not recognize the gods“ - “לא יהיה לך אלהים אחרים על פני”
of others in My presence.” With this commandment Hashem 
is warning us to distance ourselves from the side of impurity, 
the side of the others, whose entire purpose is to fight against 
holiness, and to interpret the cycles of the world in ways that 
deny the existence of Hashem. The kingdom of Greece being one 
of the prime examples of this. יו”ן which also shared its gematria 
with גלג”ל, tried to use its knowledge of the natural sciences to 
erase the Toras Hashem.

I SHALL DESCEND WITH YOU TO EGYPT, 
AND I SHALL ALSO SURELY BRING YOU UP

Now our eyes have been illuminated to understand that 
which HKB”H said to Yaakov: “Do not be afraid of descending 

to Egypt, for I shall establish you as a great nation there. I shall 
descend with you to Egypt, and I shall also surely bring you up; 
and Yosef shall place his hand on your eyes.” Hashem was telling 
Yaakov, do not be afraid of the terrible descent into Egypt. I 
am directing the cycles of the universe, I am the driver of this 
wagon. Just as I drive the wagon down into the exile, I will also 
drive it up out of Egypt in the redemption.

With these words to Yaakov, HKB”H was hinting at the 1st 
commandment: I am Hashem, your, G-d, who controls all the 
cycles (אלהי”ך=גלג”ל(, who took you out of Egypt, to bring you full 
circle: into the exile, to the bottom of the circle, and then back 
to the top of the circle during the redemption.

And HKB”H concludes by saying: “And Yosef shall place his 
hands on your eyes.” Yosef sent you the wagons to say that 
the very wheels that Hashem is now rolling towards exile 
will eventually roll out of exile during the redemption. Yosef 
will place his hands on your eyes, meaning he will illuminate 
your eyes with his lesson, so that you will be able to see 
the seeds of redemption sprouting forth specifically from 
the cycle of exile.

How sweet it is to add to this the words of Maran HaChasam 
Sofer, brought down in the Toras Moshe HaShalem, that the 
word עגלו”ת represents  ע’ גלות, the exile amongst the 70 nations 
of the world. The Ben Ish Chai writes the same in his Sefer Od 
Yosef Chai (Bereishis 45:19): מארץ לכם  קחו  עשו  זאת  צויתה   “ואתה 

אומות ע’  גלות  דהיינו  גלות,  ע’  בה  וקרי  לשנים  התיבה  וחלק  עגלות,   מצרים 

ממצרים”  :And you are commanded [to say], ‘Do this‘“ - שמתחיל 
Take for yourselves from the land of Egypt wagons’. Divide the 
word into two and read it as the exile of the 70 nations, which 
began with Egypt.”

Based on the above we can say that Yosef HaTzaddik 
intended to strengthen his descendants in all of their future 
exiles amongst the different nations, to always remember the 
wagons that he sent Yaakov to carry him down into the exile. 
We must never forget that the very wagons that HKB”H directed 
downwards into the exile will come full circle, when their wheels 
are directed back upwards at the time of the redemption, may it 
come speedily in our days, amen.
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