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Rosh HaShanah Is a Remedy for the First Utterance "בראשית"  
Yom Kippur Is a Remedy for the Tenth Utterance "אדם
"נעשה  

 

In honor of the High Holidays, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, which herald in the new year, it is 

worthwhile to evaluate and consider the service required of us during the Ten Days of 

Repentance—that begin with Rosh HaShanah and end with Yom Kippur. We wish to explain, as 

well, several other issues relating to these Days of Awe: 

(a)  Why did the Holy One choose precisely ten days during which we repent for the 

transgressions of the past year? 

(b) Why do only the first day, Rosh HaShanah (the day that was biblically-ordained before the 

Rabbis instituted a second day of Rosh HaShanah), and the tenth day, Yom Kippur, carry with 

them a unique and elevated status of kedushah compared to the remaining Days of 

Repentance? 

The Ten Days of Repentance Correspond to the Ten Utterances 

We will begin our investigation with the illuminating words of the incredible Sefas Emes (Shabbos 

Teshuvah 5662). He provides us with a tremendous principle concerning our service of Hashem 

during the Ten Days of Repentance based on a teaching in the Mishnah (Avos 5,1):  
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“The world was created with ten utterances. What lesson does this come to teach? After all, it could 

have been created with one utterance. The reason, though, is to exact punishment from the wicked, 

who destroy the world that was created with ten utterances, and to bestow a good reward upon the 

righteous, who sustain the world that was created with ten utterances.” 

The Sefas Emes explains that just as HKB"H created the world with ten utterances, so, too, must we 

continue this process of the ten utterances in order to renew the creation on an annual basis. In 

reality, the tzaddikim of this world sustain the creation with their Torah study and their good 

deeds; whereas, the wicked people destroy this world that was created with ten utterances through 

their transgressions and evil ways.  

It was for this purpose that the Holy One, with His abundant mercy and kindness, gave us the Ten 

Days of Repentance from Rosh HaShanah to Yom Kippur. This permits each and every Jew to 

correct his violations of the ten utterances by repenting and performing good deeds during these 

days. As a consequence, he, too, will join the ranks of the tzaddikim that sustain the world. In the 



Shvilei Pinches 

Rosh Hashonah & Yom Kippur 

 

merit of correcting the violation of the ten utterances, HKB"H will renew the creation by means of 

the letters of the ten utterances. 

We can develop this idea even further based on the writings of the author of the Tanya in Shaar 

HaYichud V’haEmunah (chapt. 1), where he elucidates the possuk (Tehillim 119,89): "ה

לעולם'
"דברך
נצב
בשמים —“Forever, Hashem, Your word stands firmly in the heavens”—in the name of 

the Baal Shem Tov. He teaches us that the letters of all of the utterances uttered by HKB”H in the 

process of the creation—such as "אור
"יהי , “let there be light,” and "המים
"יהי
רקיע
בתוך , “let 

there be a firmament between the waters”—are present to this very day within their respective 

elements of the creation in order to keep them alive and sustain them. In fact, the word of the Holy 

One is eternal, as it is written (Yeshaya 40,8): "לעולם
"ודבר
אלקינו
יקום —“the word of our Lord 

stands forever.” Therefore, if HKB”H were to suspend His word and to remove the letters that 

sustain the creation, everything would cease to exist and the world would return to nothingness.  

In light of all that has been said, we can understand a concept that is found in our holy 

commentaries. By utilizing the material things of this world for the sake of heaven, l’shem 

shamayim, we effectively elevate the letters of the ten utterances that sustain the life-force of 

creation back to their source. Clearly, we can deduce the converse, as well. If the material elements 

of this world are utilized, chas v’shalom, in contradiction to our Creator’s will, the letters of the ten 

utterances—the vehicles that deliver life and sustenance to the world—would be damaged in the 

process. This is the meaning of the words of the Mishnah: "
להיפרע
מן
הרשעים
שמאבדין
את
"העולם
שנברא
בעשרה
מאמרות —“to exact punishment from the wicked, who destroy the world 

that was created with ten utterances.” 

We have now achieved a better understanding of the teaching of the Sefas Emes. The Holy One has 

given us the Ten Days of Repentance in order to correct all of the damage done to the ten 

utterances. Once this has been accomplished, we can participate in the annual renewal of creation, 

realizing the words of the Mishnah: "
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מאמרות -- to bestow a good reward upon the righteous, who sustain the world that was 

created with ten utterances.” 

Rosh HaShanah Corresponds to the First Utterance "בראשית"  

Continuing along this path, we must address several obvious questions. Although each of these ten 

days is associated with a corresponding utterance that needs to be repaired; nevertheless, HKB”H 

has clearly designated the first and tenth days, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, as unique days of 

awe separate from the rest. The implication being that the essential service is also performed on 

these two specific days. It behooves us, therefore, to understand the importance of the 

corresponding first and tenth utterances. Similarly, what services are we obliged to perform on 

Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur in order to correct these two corresponding utterances?  

First of all, we must identify the first and tenth utterances. Concerning the first utterance, let us 

recall the Mishnah (R.H. 32.). We learned that ten verses must be recited relating to the subject of 

“malchiyos;” they correspond to the ten utterances with which the world was created. The Gemorah 

raises the question that we only find nine utterances (the use of the language "ויאמר" ) in the 
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narrative of the creation. The Gemorah resolves this difficulty as follows: "
בראשית
נמי
מאמר

הוא,

בדבר
ה)�תהלים�לג�ו(דכתיב "שמים
נעשו' . In other words, the very first utterance that 

initiated the creation is the verse (Bereishis 1,1): "הארץברא
"שית
ברא
אלקים
את
השמים
ואת . 

"בראשית"  is the first utterance, even though the formula "ויאמר"  is not employed.  

Accordingly, Rosh HaShanah, the first of the Ten Days of Repentance, corresponds to the first 

utterance: "אלקים
"בראשית
ברא . Furthermore, we can suggest that there is an allusion here from 

the Almighty that the Torah sages were destined to institute a second day of Rosh HaShanah in the 

future. For, the word "בראשית"  can be broken down into "ב" —meaning two—and "ראשית" —

meaning first or beginning. In other words, the word "בראשית"  alludes to the fact that there are 

two firsts at the beginning of the year—the two days of Rosh HaShanah. 

This ties in so beautifully with the commentary of the Baal HaTurim on the possuk (Bereishis 1,1): 
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that the word "בראשית"  is an anagram for א
בתשרי' . We find here a clear cut association between 

the first utterance, "בראשית"  and the first day of Tishrei, the first day of Rosh HaShanah.  

Both the Torah and Yisroel are Represented by בראשית 

In this way, we can understand what service is demanded of us on Rosh HaShanah in order to 

rectify the first utterance: "הארץ
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commentary: "בראשית
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ראשית
דרכו . Rashi is telling us that this 

possuk cannot be taken literally; it is linguistically incorrect. Therefore, our Rabbis of blessed 

memory expound the verse as teaching us that the world was created for the sake of two 

“reishit”s—for the sake of the Torah and for the sake of Yisroel, both of whom are referred to by 

this term.  

We learn from here that HKB”H established a fundamental tenet for all of creation with the first 

utterance of "בראשית" —that the entire creation was for the sake of the Torah and for the sake of 

Yisroel who would observe the Torah.  

So, when a Jew utilizes matters of this world for the sake of the Torah, he is, in effect, fulfilling the 

first utterance of "בראשית" . If he fails to do so, or, even worse, if he utilizes matters of this world 

to transgress the guidelines of the Torah, he is clearly violating the first utterance of "בראשית" . 

Essentially, this first utterance includes all of the other ten utterances. The remaining utterances 

relate to all of the elements that make up creation—the light, the firmament, the vegetation, etc. The 

moment we fulfill the first utterance of "בראשית"  by utilizing everything that G-d created in this 

world for the sake of the Torah, we are in effect rectifying all of the other utterances employed 

during the creation, as well. For, all of creation was for the sake of the Torah and for the sake of 

Yisroel.  

We should now understand what we must strive to accomplish on Rosh HaShanah, the first of the 

Ten Days of Repentance. We must rectify the first utterance of "בראשית"  by making amends for all 

that we have taken and used from this world that was not for the sake of the “reishis,” the Torah. It 



Shvilei Pinches 

Rosh Hashonah & Yom Kippur 

 

is obvious as well why Rosh HaShanah is so very holy and commands such a lofty status among the 

special days of the year. It corresponds to the first utterance which encompasses all of creation. 

It is now clear, as well, why HKB”H commanded us to blow the shofar on Rosh HaShanah: "
יום
"תרועה
יהיה
לכם —“it shall be a day of shofar blasting for you.” The third reason that Rav Saadya 

Gaon lists for the mitzvah of blowing the shofar is : "
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remind us of the revelation at Har Sinai so that we will renew our commitment to that which our 

forefathers accepted upon themselves with the declaration of "ונשמע
"נעשה . At Har Sinai Bnei 

Yisroel received the Torah; thus, fulfilling the objective of the first utterance "בראשית" —for the 

sake of the Torah and for the sake of Yisroel who would observe the Torah. So, from the day of Rosh 

HaShanah and onward, we accept upon ourselves to utilize all that this world has to offer for the 

sake and honor of the Torah in order to correct all the damage we have caused to the first 

utterance, "בראשית" . 

Yom Kippur Corresponds to the Utterance of "אד

םנעשה" 


Now let us focus on Yom Kippur, the tenth day of the Ten Days of Repentance. To which utterance 

does it correspond? It is necessary to first point out that there are several different opinions 

concerning the list of ten utterances which were employed to create the world. Let us present the 

opinion found in the Midrash (B.R. 17,1):  
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This Midrash clearly identifies the tenth utterance as (Bereishis 1,26): "
ויאמר
אלקים
נעשה
אדם
"בצלמנו
כדמותנו —And the Lord said, “Let us make man in Our image and Our likeness.” It turns 

out, according to this opinion, that our task on Yom Kippur is to rectify the tenth utterance: "
נעשה

כדמותנו 
בצלמנו "אדם —“Let us make man in Our image and Our likeness.” Seeing as each 

person’s decrees concerning his life in the year to come are sealed on Yom Kippur, it is appropriate 

to rectify the utterance of “let us make man” on this day—by doing so, we renew the contract, as it 

were, to create man for another year.  

HKB”H Requests "אדםנע
"שה  Let Us Work Together 

In this manner, we can explain what it demanded of us on Yom Kippur in order to rectify the tenth 

utterance: "אדם
"נעשה . Concerning this utterance, Rashi raises an obvious question in the name of 

the Midrash. Why is this utterance formulated in the plural—“let us make man”? After all, HKB”H is 

the one and only G-d, and the utterance should have been formulated in the singular—“let Me make 

man.” We find an amazing answer to this question in the Yismach Moshe (Bereishis ibid.). When a 

child is born, it is not yet referred to as "אדם" . A human being possesses freedom of choice. If one 

chooses to chase after the nonsensical whims that are ever present in this world, one truly 

resembles an animal. To achieve the status and title of "דםא" , requires hard work and making the 

right choices.  
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For this reason, the Holy One deliberately chose the plural formula "אדם
"נעשה  over the singular 

formula "אדם
"אעשה . Use of the singular formula “let me make man,” would have implied that 

man was created in a state of completeness—an "אדם" —not requiring any further work or 

improvement on man’s part to become an "אדם" . By employing the formula "אדם
"נעשה , HKB”H 

is saying to each and every person: I and you together will create the "אדם"  that lies within you. If 

you work hard to purify and refine the character traits within you, the Almighty will assist you to 

achieve a state of completeness and to achieve the status of "אדם" . This is the gist of the Yismach 

Moshe’s beautiful explanation.  

At this point, we might add a pleasant thought based on what the holy, gaon, our master, Rabbi 

Hillel, the av beis-din of Kalmai, ztz”l, wrote in Avkas Rochel. He provides us with a lovely allusion 

concerning the fact that Yisroel are referred to by the title "אדם" . In the Gemorah (Yevamos 61.), 

RaShb”Y comments on the possuk (Yeshayah 34,31): "אתם

ואתן
צאני
צאן
מרעיתי
אדם,
אתם

העכו 
אדם
ואין 
אדם"קרויין "ם
קרויין —“Now you my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, you are 

"אדם" ”; you (Yisroel) are referred to as "אדם" , but idolators are not referred to as "אדם" . In 

reality, man’s superiority over the animals lies in the fact that he is capable of compelling himself to 

perform the 248 positive commandments and to refrain from transgressing the 365 negative 

commandments.  

This fact is alluded to in the name "אדם" , which is an abbreviation for the words of the possuk 

(Tehillim 119,32): "מ'ד
"רוץ'צותיך
א'רך —“I will run in the direction of your commandments.” 

Similarly, "אדם"  is also an abbreviation for the words of the possuk (ibid. 39,2): "ד'א
רכי
'שמרה
"חטוא'מ —“I will guard my ways from sinning.” On the one hand, "אדם"  alludes to man’s desire to 

fulfill Hashem’s mitzvos; on the other hand, "אדם"  alludes to man’s ability to refrain from 

transgressing the negative commandments. Therefore, only the people of Yisroel who accepted 

upon themselves at Sinai to observe the 248 positive commandments and the 365 negative 

commandments are referred to as "אדם" —an allusion to the two pesukim: מ'ד
רוץ'צותיך
א'רך  

and ד'א
"חטוא'רכי
מ'שמרה .  

This then is how we correct the damage caused to the tenth utterance, "אדם
 "נעשה , on Yom 

Kippur. Were we active participants with HKB”H in the process of "אדם
"נעשה —completing and 

perfecting the "אדם"  that lies within each and every one of us? Did we hurry to fulfill all of the 

mitzvos aseh, and did we carefully avoid violating any of the mitzvos lo taaseh? Or, chas v’shalom, 

did we behave like animals, choosing to chase after the meaningless attractions this world has to 

offer?  

Yaakov’s Words "לך
"עשר
אעשרנו  

Allude to the First and the Tenth Utterances 

We can now appreciate why HKB”H chose to sanctify Rosh HaShanah, the first of the Ten Days of 

Repentance, and Yom Kippur, the tenth of the Ten Days of Repentance, above and beyond the 

remaining Ten Days of Repentance. As we have shown, these two days correspond to the first 

utterance: "אלקים
"בראשית
ברא  and the tenth utterance: אדם
"ויאמר
אלקים
נעשה .  
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These two utterances encompass the entirety of the ten utterances, since they represent the true 

purpose of the creation. The first utterance, "בראשית" , establishes the fact that the world was 

created for the sake of the Torah and for the sake of Yisroel—the two “reishit”s of the creation. The 

last utterance, "אדם
"נעשה , is a request from the Holy One, as it were, for us to actively join Him in 

the process of creating the "אדם"  that lies within us. By fulfilling these two utterances and by 

rectifying them, we effectively repair all of creation. 

This honorable goal is alluded to in the words of the prophet that we recite during the “malchiyos” 

service on Rosh HaShanah (Yeshayah 44,6): "ה
 
כה
אמר 
ה' 
וגואלו 
ישראל 
מלך '
 צבאות
אני

אלקים 
אין 
ומבלעדי 
אחרון 
ואני "ראשון . In this possuk, Hashem states: "
 
ואני 
ראשון אני
"אחרון —“I am the first and I am the last.” This can be seen as a reminder for us to repair the first 

utterance and the last utterance employed by HKB”H in the process of creation. If we succeed in 

doing so, we are promised: "אלקים
"ומבלעדי
אין —“and besides Me, there is no G-d.” We will have 

successfully dedicated our lives and our possessions entirely to Hashem.  

This can also be interpreted as Yaakov Ovinu’s intention when he states (Bereishis 28,22): "
וכל

לך 
עשר
אעשרנו 
לי "אשר
תתן . The simple meaning of this possuk is that Yaakov promises to 

separate tithes from whatever Hashem gives him. The Gemorah (Ketubos 50.) deduces, however, 

from the language of the possuk that one ought not give more than a fifth for tithes, i.e. two tenths. 

They learn this from the literal translation of Yaakov’s promise—the words "אעשרנו
"עשר  can be 

be translated as “I will give a tenth and then I will give another tenth.” So, it is as if Yaakov Ovinu is 

promising to designate to Hashem two tenths of all that Hashem gives him from this world.  

One tenth is the first of the ten utterances: "
 
ברא "אלקיםבראשית —whereby he promises to 

utilize the gifts of this world only for the sake of Torah and for the sake of Yisroel. The second tenth 

is the tenth of the ten utterances: "אדם
"נעשה —whereby he promises to conduct himself in a 

manner befitting an "אדם"  and not like an animal. These are the two tenths that Yaakov Ovinu 

promises to designate to Hashem. As explained, it is for this reason, as well, that HKB”H chose from 

the Ten Days of Repentance—which correspond to the ten utterances—to sanctify two days above 

all the rest. He sanctified the first day and the last day, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, which 

correspond specifically to these two utterances.  


